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It is well to know this, as a point from which to start.
It does not follow that these doctrines are true, or that
the ritual may not be changed. But it is something
to know our true position. That we have all departed
from the theology of the Articles of Religion, should
not be concealed. N"or is it necessary, for this is done
by express permission of the law. But this should
not lead us to ignore the truth concerning the Articles
themselves. We are not bound to take them as they
were meant by those who wrote them, but we are
bound to know honestly what was their first original
and natural meaning. To make them mean what they
were never intended to mean is a greater sin than the
sin of heresy itself. When we have seen fairly what
is their proper meaning, we can determine for our-
selves how far we have departed from them, and how
far we are justified in using the license which is
allowed by the law of subscription. When a clergy-
man ceases to believe them as thoroughly as Mr,
Yoysey appears to have done, and feels like him called
in the spirit of a prophet to denounce the theology
which they teach, it is time for the law to speak.

We admit, and the judges seemed to admit, that
the line cannot be drawn with absolute justice. With
the persons concerned, it is a matter of conscience;
with the Church it is a matter of duty for self-pre*
servation ; and with the judges it is a matter of deter-
mining what the doctrine or ritual of the Church is,
and how far the law can give license. Mr, Yoysey
was condemned because he rejected the authority of
books in the Bible, and denied doctrines, not on
i critical grounds,' but according to his own ' private